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Study on the influence of “peer competition” within
rural families on women's educational opportunities

Xianhao Zhang, Ling Li
Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan province, 610506

Abstract: In rural households with limited resources, as the family's reproductive size expands, there is an invisible increase
in competition among siblings for resources, giving rise to “peer competition” within rural families. Within this “peer
competition” in rural households, women are inherently disadvantaged, and it is worth examining whether their disadvantaged
competitiveness is reflected in their access to education. This paper takes a micro-family perspective and uses data from CFPS
2010 to study the differential treatment of women's educational opportunities caused by the “peer competition” pressure
brought about by family reproductive size. The paper finds that the intensity of “peer competition” within rural households
leads to a reduction in educational opportunities for women, and this reduction is more significant compared to men.
Moreover, the gender-based disparities in educational opportunities become more pronounced as the degree of favoring male
over female children intensifies.

Keywords: Rural Family Birth Scale; “Peer Competition”; Educational Opportunities for Women; Differential Treatment
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