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Abstract: The African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) has been a central trade policy between the United States and sub-Sahar
an Africa (SSA) since its enactment in 2000. Based on the Wallerstein world-system theory, this article explores the interaction and be
nefit realization between the United States and SSA within the AGOA mechanism from a core-periphery perspective. The study finds t
hat the United States continues to extract economic, oil, and broader interests from SSA under this law to strengthen its core position.
While SSA countries in the periphery have achieved some degree of economic growth under the trade preferences of AGOA, their dev
elopment is also constrained by and increasingly dependent on the United States, making it difficult for them to break through their sub
ordinate position and truly integrate into the world economic system.
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